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“May you be blessed by the Lord, who made heaven and earth” Psalm 115:15 

DEADLINE SEPTEMBER 5TH!! 

 



 
                   

 
Thoughts from Phil 

From the desk of your D.O.M., Phil Holmes 

 
 
Understanding the heart of a Pastor 
 
Calling...that word isn't easily explained in the context of God calling out an individual to the Gospel  
Ministry.  We look into the scriptures for more understanding and we see in Isaiah these verses from chapter 
6: 
 
 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean 
lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 
 
Pastors are human...they sin, they have wrong thoughts, they are men with unclean lips (both literally and  
spiritually speaking).  However, their heart cries are to be holy as Jesus commands us to be holy.  The point of 
this first understanding is this: pastors make mistakes just like we all do.  But their calling is to be a leader, 
and leaders lead by example, so they are always seeking ways to do that well.  You could say they must be a 
step ahead, live a life with more purity than others, or at least with more repentance than most. Then the Lord 
called him out..."Then I heard a voice of the Lord saying, 'Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?'  And 
I said, 'Here am I, send me!'  He said, 'Go and tell this people: 'Be every hearing, but never understanding; be 
ever seeing, but never perceiving.' Pastors are simply seeking to be obedient to the Lord Jesus...everything 
they do for the church is about being obedient.   
 
The second understanding is about pressure.  We look at Paul in 2 Corinthians 11 for our context.  In verses 
21-29 Paul lists the pressure he faced constantly...I won't list them all here for lack of space, but severe trials 
and tribulations are plainly seen.  As an example: "I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequent-
ly, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.  Five times I received from the 
Jews the 39 lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
spent a night and day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move." He lists the dangers: from rivers, 
from bandits, from own countrymen, from Gentiles, in the city, in the country, at sea, and from false brothers. 
 
In verse 28, a very key truth is revealed about the heart of a pastor.  Please hear this, because you almost can't 
understand this truth unless you have been a pastor.  Almost can't, but you can if you perceive well. 
Paul says, "Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of my concern for all the churches.  Who is weak, 
and I do not feel weak?  Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?"  Did you get it?  On top of  
everything a pastor is troubled by, attention stolen by, time arrested by, his top pressure is the church 
body...how well we are staying on course with Christ.  God gives pastors a special type of love for His 
church, it's almost parental, but more than that...this too is almost unexplainable.   
 
We lost a very good friend and exceptional pastor last week, Rev. Mark A. Caldwell, Sr.  He understood this 
passage of scripture better than most.  His heart was not just for the members of New Providence Baptist.  His 
heart was for all believers in Jesus to walk well with Him.  Well done, Pastor Mark (most called him Preacher 
Mark, but Pastor is better suited, because he was an under shepherd who took great care of his flock).  He felt 
the great pressure of aiding us in growing into mature Christ followers, who sees every encounter with people 
as an opportunity to share Christ and His love.   
 
Pray for pastors.  I know this isn't October (Pastor Appreciation Month) but we need spiritually strong pastors 
and they need your prayers.  They also need the churches to follow their leadership as they seek to follow 
Christ.  Pray for your pastor everyday.   
 
Love like Jesus! 
 
Phil 
 







Reserve the Association Party Trailer for your Ministry Events! 

$30 per day—Contact LCBA @ 865-986-2292  

 

Included in the Party Trailer:  

 

 Bounce House with Slide 

 Bounce House 

 Large Gas Grill 

 Corn Hole Games 

 Popcorn Machine 

 Sno-Cone Machine 

 Nacho Cheese Machine 

 Pop Up Tents  





 

Join us & be part of what  

Jesus is doing in our ministry 

to children and families. 



In Memory of Pastor Mark Caldwell  
 

Of New Providence Baptist Church in Loudon. 

Our hearts are saddened at the loss of such a great man of 

God. Our prayers are with the family and church. 

“And whatsoever you do, do it heartily  
unto the Lord  and not unto men”  

Colossians 3:23 


